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Copyright for your thesis/dissertation
Your thesis or dissertation is automatically
copyrighted under U.S. Federal Law (United States
Code, Title 17) as soon as you save a draft of it on
paper or computer. You do not need to apply for
this protection, and it lasts for the span of your
lifetime plus 70 years. You retain the right to your
work until, or unless, you transfer it to another
party (for example, a publisher or media
producer). Only you – the copyright owner -- can
choose whether, how or when to transfer the copyright in your ETD.
When you submit your ETD to the Texas A&M Repository, you are asked to sign a
non-exclusive, perpetual license that allows the University and the Texas Digital
Library to make your work freely available on the World Wide Web, and to
transform the work into other formats if needed for preservation or access in the
future. This license does not
affect your copyright in the
work, or prevent you from
licensing your work to other
parties. Doctoral candidates
who submit their dissertations
to ProQuest also sign a nonexclusive license allowing that
company to reproduce, sell,
and archive the ETD in their
facilities.
You are not required to include a copyright notice on your ETD, but doing so is good
practice for several reasons. It informs the public that the work is protected by
copyright; identifies the copyright owner; and shows the year of first publication.
The proper format for a copyright notice is © (the letter C in a circle), or the word
“Copyright”; the year of first publication; and the name of the copyright owner; for
example: Copyright 2010 Susan Student. Including a copyright notice on your
ETD is also a good idea if you plan to attach a license (such as a Creative Commons
license), allowing certain uses automatically without your permission.
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Using other’s copyrighted material
If you plan to include in your dissertation/thesis other’s
copyrighted work, such as charts, drawings,
photographs, computer programs, music, etc., you have
the responsibility to determine whether your intended
use qualifies for the Fair Use provision of US copyright
law. Fair Use stipulates that certain uses of copyrighted
material, under certain conditions, are not an
infringement. Limited use of copyrighted material for the
purpose of criticism, comment, news reporting,
teaching, and scholarship are commonly considered to
be Fair Use. Guidance for making a Fair Use evaluation can be found in the free
booklet Copyright Law & Graduate Research: New Media, New Rights, and Your
New Dissertation. Online, URL: http://www.umi.com/enUS/products/dissertations/copyright/. If your intended use is Fair, you do not need
permission.
If your intended use of copyrighted material does not meet the Fair Use standard,
you must secure written permission from the copyright holder. In this instance, an
extra copy of a permission letter (or an email) must be provided to the Thesis
Office.
Whether or not permission is needed, proper attribution to the source must be
given in the text and references section of your dissertation/thesis.

Registering copyright in your
thesis/dissertation
Registration of a thesis or dissertation with the US
Copyright Office is not required, and doing so does
not change the copyright status of the work.
Registration is, however, necessary before you can
bring a lawsuit to enforce your copyright. Any work
may be registered directly with the US Copyright
Office for a small fee. As explained on the Copyright
Office website (http://www.copyright.gov/register/)
the entire process can be readily completed online. Doctoral candidates who wish
to copyright their work may also do so through ProQuest for an additional fee.
Information about this is available through the Thesis Office website. Copyright
registration arrangements and payment must be made at the time the manuscript
is submitted electronically to the Thesis Office.
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Thinking about publishing?
When publishing your work, be aware of
the agreement you sign when a publisher
accepts your article or book for
publication. You may be asked to transfer
your copyright over to the publisher as a
condition of publication. In doing so, you
may lose the right to use this material
without permission. If you subsequently
wish to use the work in your thesis/dissertation, you would have to request
permission from the publisher.
However, you can modify the publishing agreement before you sign it to avoid this
problem. Most importantly, you can retain the right to include the published
material in your thesis or dissertation. The publisher would still have the right to
print, distribute, and sell the work.
When negotiating with publishers,
remember to inform them that your
thesis/dissertation will be available
worldwide through the Internet as part of
the Texas A&M Digital Repository. All
Texas A&M dissertations will also be
available for purchase through ProQuest.
Publishers consider these scenarios on a
case-by-case basis, with most
unconcerned about University or ProQuest distribution. For those cases where
publishers are concerned with prior Web dissemination, an option to restrict access
for a period of time may be applied both by Texas A&M and by ProQuest.
If you have already published material that you would like to include in your thesis,
chances are you signed away your copyright to the journal. If that is the case, you
can still use this information in your thesis, as long as you have written permission
from the publisher and give them proper acknowledgement in the text.
Read the agreement you signed with the publisher to see if you retained any rights
to republish the material.
If you did not retain the right to reuse material in your thesis, contact the publisher
and get written permission to reprint the previously published material.
The Thesis Office requires copies of all permission letters before clearing a
manuscript. We will accept letters, faxes, or emails giving permission to republish.
You can download a sample permission request from the Thesis Office website.
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Important things to remember
Before you sign an agreement:




Read all information carefully.
Make sure you understand and agree with all
terms and conditions.
Make any changes or add any addendums that
will protect your ownership of the copyright.

When using previously published material in your
thesis/dissertation:





Read over the agreement you signed, to verify who retains the copyright.
Contact the publisher, and ask for a written request to include published
material in your thesis/dissertation.
Give the Thesis Office copies of all permission letters received from
publishers.
Give the publisher proper acknowledgement in the text.

For more information about copyright
Thesis and Dissertation Services
979-845-3631
http://thesis.tamu.edu
thesis@tamu.edu
Texas A&M University Libraries
Office of Digital Services & Scholarly Communications
979-862-1635
digital@library.tamu.edu
Texas A&M Student Conflict Resolution Services
979- 847-7272
http://studentlife.tamu.edu/scrs/sls
ProQuest Information on Copyright Law and Graduate Research
http://www.umi.com/products_umi/dissertations/copyright/
U.S. Copyright Office
http://www.copyright.gov
UT System’s Crash Course in Copyright
http://www.utsystem.edu/OGC/IntellectualProperty/cprtindx.htm

